
Agent Testifies to 50 to 90 
Burglaries in 7 Years at 

SocialistWorkers Offices 

- 

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK 

SpteUl to Til* Kew Torii TTmis 

WASHINGTON. July 28 ^ ^ 
agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has testified un- 
der oath that he participated in 
“between 50 and 90“ burglaries 
of 4be Socialist Workers Party 
head^ar|e]« in New York, ac- 
cditS^ to a deposition made 
public today. 

George P. Baxtrum Jr., a spe- 
cial agent since 1946, who is 
now attached to the bureau’s 
Milwaukee office, said that be- 
tween 1958 and 1965 he made 
“surreptitious entries” Into the 
party’s headquarters at 116 Uni- 
versity Place in Manhattan to 
search desks, photograph docu- 
ments and, on occasion, place 
I microphones for electronic 
eavesdropping. 
i Admission Under Oath 
1 Mr. Baxtrum. in a deposition 
t taken in New York last June. 

1 said he had been told that each 
f burglary and the placing of the 
’ microphones had been author- 
■ ized by the bureau’s headquar- 
I ters in Washington. This is the 

• first time an F3.I. agent has 
admitted under oath participat- 
ing in burglaries, though the 

* bureau acknowledged the bur- 
glaries in the socialist party's 

’ case earlier this year. 

' Mr. Baxtrum also testified 
that he was presented commen- 
dations for the information he 
had obtained through the bur- 
glaries. 

Mr. Baxtrum is one of the 
defendants in a $37 million 
damage suit filed by the Social- 
ist Workers against present 
and former Government offi- 
cials. Other defendants include 
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John F. Malone, who was spe- 
cial agent in charge of the New 
York office in the period of 
the burglaries, and Arthur J. 
Green Jr., an agent who along 
with Mr. Baxtrum was assigned 
to the S.W.P. case. 

Meanwhile, the Society of 
Former Special Agents of the 
F.B.I. Inc., has creat^ a fund 
to help pay for the legal de- 
fenses of present and former 
agents accused of burglaries in 
the line of duty. The society 
has retained Edward P. Mor- 
gan, a Washington lawyer and 
former chief inspector of the 
bureau, to <H-gani 2 e the defense 
for any agent accused of burg- 
laries in the current Justice De- 
partment investigation. 

To Defend Agents 

Mr. Morgan said in an inter- 
view that the society voted to 
take the action to help agents 
who had taken action in what 
were called national and do- 
mestic security investigations 
that they believed in “good 
faith” had been ordered by the 
proper authorities in the bu- 
reau’s headquarters and the 
Justice Department 
The Justice Department Is in- 
vestigating allegations that bu- 
reau agenib committed, as re- 
cently as last year, burglaries 
that would be within the stat- 
ute of limitations and could re- 
sult in felony indictments. 

Mr. Baxtrum testified that the 
last entry be was involved in 
took place in 1965. He said that 
be bad been assipied to investi- 
gate the SodaHst Workers 
when he arrived in the New 
York field office in 1953 anid 
was first asked to conunit an 
illegal entry in November 1958. 
He said tne first order was 
given orally by his “section 
chief’ in New Yoik. 

*Tt is my recollection that 
I was told we would proably 
have access to national security 


Information which we did not 
have access through any other 
means, by the use of surreptl« 
tious entry,” he said. 

.Mr. Baxtrum said that be- 
tween his first entry, in Novem- 
bw^ 1958 and 1965, he obtained 
individual authorization from 
his section chief in New York 
for every entry. He said they 
were performed at three-and- 
four-week intervals, when the 
agents determined the Socialist 
Workers might have made poli- 
cy changes. 

Mr. Baxtrum said (Jie bulk 
of the burglaries he had been 
involved in occurred at the 
party’s headquarters on Univer- 
sity Place. But he added that 
he had also secretly entered the 
headquarters of the Young So- 
cialist Alliance, a group associ- 
ated with the party, on Fourth 
Avenue north of Greenwich Vil- 
lage. He said on several occa- 
sions . the agents had placed 
electronic transmitting devices 
and microphones in the walls 
to listen to socialist meetings. 

He said they once bugged 
Wurdemann’s Hall, an auditori- 
um the Socialist Workers rent- 
ed on the East Side. In another 
instance, he said, the bureau 
bugged a hotel where the pa 
was having a convention, but 
he said he could not remember 
the hotel's name. 

Mr. Baxtrum said one of the 
few times be met Mr. Malone 
had been when he himself was 
mven a commendation for in- 
formation obtained by illegal 
entry. 

“I was called to his office 
and presented with a commen- 
dation for the information of 
value to the United States 
which had been obtained. He 
congratulated me,” Mr. Bax- 
trum said. 

Mr. Baxtrum said teams of 
five or six agents entered So- 
cialist Workers headquarters 
during the searches while five 
or so kept watch outside. 








